
A comprehensive terrestrial 
ecology service 

Ricardo Energy & Environment’s ecology team 
regularly works closely with developers, utility 
companies and government agencies to 
provide ecological advice in support of planning 
applications, consent for works from statutory 
bodies, post-planning development works, 
permitted development construction and 
conservation projects. Our team is fully aware 
of how ecological issues can impact a proposed 
development scheme. By applying their expert 
knowledge and adopting a pragmatic approach, 
our team members offer: 
• Cost-effective, bespoke advice on ecological 

matters that will help development projects 
gain consent while safeguarding biodiversity.

• Post-consent services to enable regulator 
conditions and legal obligations to be successfully 
discharged in relation to ecological matters.

Our services

Below is an explanation of the terrestrial ecology 
services we offer.

Preliminary ecological appraisal
Our ecology team members are highly skilled in 
undertaking preliminary ecological appraisals, 
in accordance with the Chartered Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) 

methodology, as part of planning applications 
and permitted development for a wide range of 
projects. Such services include:
• Extended Phase 1 habitat surveys.
• Bat roost potential assessments of trees  

and buildings.
• Habitat Suitability Index assessments for great 

crested newts.

Detailed plant surveys
Our ecology team is regularly involved with 
projects that have the potential to support 
species-rich plant communities that may be 
adversely affected by a project and is highly 
experienced in undertaking detailed flora surveys 
in a range of habitats. Our survey services include:
• Hedgerow surveys in accordance with the 

Hedgerow Regulations 1997.
• National Vegetation Classification surveys and 

analysis of survey data using proprietary software.

Detailed surveys of protected species
Our ecologists hold a wide range of protected 
species licences and are considered specialists 
in their field. They are highly experienced in 
undertaking surveys for:
• Great crested newts. 
• Dormice.
• Otters.
•  Water voles. 
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For more information on Ricardo Energy & Environment’s terrestrial ecology services, 
please contact one of our experts at   
enquiry-ee@ricardo.com or +44 (0) 1235 753000

ee.ricardo.com
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• Bats.
• Badgers.
• Reptiles. 
• Breeding birds.
• Wintering birds. 
• Invertebrates.

In addition to detailed survey work, the team 
also provides expert advice about protected 
species mitigation and holds European 
protected species mitigation licences and/or 
conservation licences for:
• Great crested newts.
• Bats.
• Water voles.
• Badgers.
• Dormice.

Our team is also experienced in designing 
bespoke procedures to protect species and 
habitats that are not subject to statutory licensing 
procedures such as:
• Reptile translocation and displacement.
• Nesting bird displacement (that is, installing 

measures to discourage bird nesting prior 
to the start of the breeding bird season) and 
avoidance measures.

• Hedgerow translocation.
• Grassland restoration/creation.
• Woodland soil translocation.
• Design of detailed management plans to 

maintain biodiversity of a development site or 
adjacent area.

Ecological impact and Habitat  
Regulations assessments
Our support is fully informed by recent best-
practice guidance (notably CIEEM guidance) and 
we have experts who are preparing ecological 
impact assessments (EcIA) for formal and informal 
environmental impact assessments (EIA) and 
strategic environmental assessments (SEA). The 
team has a wide range of habitat and species 
specialisms, and a robust understanding of wildlife 
legislation and government policy. We are able to 
deliver all stages of ecological impact and Habitat 
Regulations assessments, including screening, 
scoping, assessment and mitigation design. In 
addition, we have experience in conducting 
all stages of Habitat Regulations assessments 

from initial screening through full appropriate 
assessment, to consideration of imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) and 
associated compensation strategies.

Construction site support 
In addition to the above, our team provides expert 
Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) services for projects 
that require the provision of toolbox talks and/or on-
site supervision to enable works to proceed without 
contravening relevant wildlife legislation.

Our experience

Our experts have a long track record of delivering 
quality ecological advice to a range of clients in a 
number of sectors including:
• Sustainable energy (such as wind and  

solar power).
•  Industrial and housing development.
• Utilities (water, electricity and gas).
• Transport (rail, airports and highways).
• Aggregates.

Case study – surveys and licensing
Ricardo Energy & Environment was 
commissioned by National Grid Electricity 
Transmission Plc to undertake a Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal of 14 substation sites in 
support of the company’s 1 in 1,000-year flood 
resilience project. This comprised extended 
Phase 1 habitat surveys to support the 
company’s obligations to preserve amenity 
under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989. 
National Grid is committed to preserving 
and conserving flora and fauna and will do 
whatever it reasonably can to mitigate any 
effects on these features. 

Detailed species surveys were required at 
certain sites, particularly the client’s Melksham 
substation where we have undertaken such 
surveys for badgers, reptiles, dormice and 
great created newts. We are now in the 
process of helping the company to apply for a 
European protected species mitigation licence 
for great crested newts, and will lead the 
implementation of this mitigation on site.


